ENGLISH 126 ETHNIC AMERICAN LITERATURE



PROFESSOR  ELIZABETH  BAER

   Spring 2007

Office: 327 Confer

Gustavus Adolphus College
Phone: 933-7324

Class: T 1:30-2:50 TH 1:30-2:15P.M. 
Office Hours: M 1:30-3:30

Classroom: Confer 125

ebaer@gac.edu
Designated Tutor: Rachel Tuil  rtuil@gac.edu     Class Listserv: s-eng-126-001

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
A course which surveys non-fiction, fiction, poetry, and drama by African American, Native American, Asian American, and Chicano/a writers. Emphasis is placed not only on how these literary artists have diversified and enriched the American scene through their own unique ethnic and racial perspectives, but also on the ways literature of “marginalized” peoples has accepted, contributed to, and challenged “mainstream” American values.   Our focus will be on the experiences and contributions of immigrants in the Upper Midwest. 

   COURSE TEXTS:

   Aamot, Gregg  The New Minnesotans
   Calof, Rachel  Rachel Calof’s Story

   Erdrich, Louise  The Master Butcher’s Singing Club

   Fairbanks, Evelyn  Days of Rondo
   Haynes, David Live at Five

   Moua, Mai Neng  Bamboo among the Oaks

   Rivera, Tomas  And the Earth Did Not Devour Him
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

+to study texts written by a variety of ethnic American writers

+to focus particularly on accounts of the immigrant experience in the Upper Midwest

+ to examine the historical, political and literary context of immigrants

+to improve skills of writing, speaking, and critical thinking

   +To introduce service-learning  experiences and reflections 

   GRADING POLICY:

Papers = 20%

Class participation, attendance = 30%. More than 3 absences will lower your grade.
   Quizzes, in-class writing, midterm and final exam = 30%

   Service-Learning Project  20%

    A few words about the grading policy:  Note that a full 30% of your grade depends

   upon your presence and performance in class.  Come to class well-prepared:  

   this means that you have not only read the required texts or screened the film 

   but that you have also devoted time to  developing comments and analysis that you can

   contribute to our discussions or write in the occasional quizzes and informal 

   writing.  Such comments may include comparison between texts, connections to

   life experiences, observations on the historical era of the text, use of appropriate

   theoretical approaches, and connections to current political issues and debates. 

CLASS SCHEDULE:

FEBRUARY  6    INTRODUCTIONS

   FEBRUARY  8    Governor Pawlenty “The Impact of Illegal Immigration on Minnesota”
   FEBRUARY  13  Screen film “Maria, Full of Grace” Guest Speaker: Marya Taylor

   FEBRUARY  15 Guest Speaker: Katy Stenger, Political Science





Paper #1 DUE
   FEBRUARY  20 Guest Speaker: Kent Cova Suarez, Director, C.A.R.


                Noreen Buhmann,  Director, Service Learning

   *FEBRUARY  22 Rachel Calof Rachel Calof’s Story 


   *FEBRUARY  27   Rachel Calof Rachel Calof’s Story
   *MARCH  1          Screen “Hester Street”
   *MARCH  6 Tomas Rivera And the Earth Did Not Devour Him 

   *MARCH  8 Screen “And the Earth Did Not Swallow Him” 

    MARCH 9-10 BUILDING BRIDGES  CONFERENCE


Find Your Voice: Putting Awareness into Action
    MARCH  13   Guest Speaker: Greg Aamot


   *MARCH  15 Bamboo Among the Oaks
    MARCH  20 Guest Speaker: Kao Kalia Yang
   *MARCH  22 Bamboo Among the Oaks


Paper #2 DUE
    MARCH  27    Prep for Midterm 

    MARCH 29     MIDTERM EXAM

   SPRING BREAK

*APRIL  10     Days of Rondo
   *APRIL  12     Days of Rondo
    *APRIL  17    David Haynes Live at Five
    *APRIL  19    David Haynes Live at Five

   *APRIL 24   Louise Erdrich  The Master Butcher’s Singing Club
   *APRIL  26 Louise Erdrich  The Master Butcher’s Singing Club
   *MAY 1      Louise Erdrich  The Master Butcher’s Singing Club
    MAY 3       WRITING WORKSHOP

   MAY  8       SECOND HALF EXAM

   MAY 10      FINAL PAPER  DUE

MAY 15       CONCLUSIONS AND EVALUATIONS

*                                                        *                                                       *

FILM SCREENING SCHEDULE:

You are required to attend one of the film screenings listed below for each film. All films are on reserve at the Audio-Visual desk in the lower level of the Library for English 126.

If you have a conflict with both screenings for a film, you are responsible to screen the film in the library on your own prior to the class for which it is assigned.

“Maria Full of Grace”


Sunday February 12  A-V #1   3pm


Monday February 13 A-V #1   7:30pm

“Hester Street”


Sunday February 25  A-V#1  3pm


Monday February 26  A-V #1  7:30 pm

“And the Earth Did Not Swallow Him”



Sunday March  4 A-V #1  3pm


Monday March   5 A-V #1  7:30 pm
*DISCUSSION LEADERS:

On the class days above, which are preceded by an asterisk, a student will lead our class discussion.  In order to assure that we are all prepared for a discussion that is engaging and productive, the leader for a particular day will post by e-mail the questions/topics (5-7) to be considered.  These should be posted no later than 6 p.m. on the preceding day to our class listserv. The address of the listserv is s-eng-126-001. Discussion leaders are encouraged to consult with me about directions for analysis of the texts during my office hours. We will have a signup for dates in the first week of class.

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS:

You will be writing a variety of short pieces and essays as well as a final paper. PLEASE  NOTE: We are fortunate to have a Designated Tutor, Rachel Tuil,  working with our class.  Be sure to consult her in the Writing Center for assistance  on your written assignments.

MORE DETAILS ON PAPER TOPICS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED THROUGH THE CLASS LISTSERV AND IN CLASS.
Format:  Papers should be typed, double-spaced.  Paginate your essay and give it a title.  Utilize the new MLA style to give proper credit for all sources used.

Deadlines:  Deadlines are FIRM.  Papers are due by 5:00 p.m. at my office, Confer 327, on the date indicated, unless otherwise specified.  I WILL NOT ACCEPT PAPERS THAT ARE SENT TO ME ELECTRONCIALLY.  PLEASE  DO NOT SKIP CLASS TO FINISH WRITING YOUR ESSAY.  You must request permission IN ADVANCE for an extension.  No make-ups are given for missed quizzes.

SERVICE-LEARNING

A separate handout on the service-learning aspects of our class will be distributed. 

Note that this project is considered to be an integral part of the class and all students are expected to participate.  Time devoted to the project weekly is substituted for class time. 

 ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

    As a student at Gustavus Adolphus College, you are a member of  a

    community of scholars which includes 2500 students and 200+ faculty

    members as well as the wider national and international community of

    literary  scholars.  As such, you must understand that the “coin of the realm”

    in this community is “intellectual property,” which includes knowledge, ideas,

    theories, speculations, publications.  Stealing someone else’s ideas or published

    words is a serious offense: it is theft of the most valuable commodity of

    academia.  Thus, you must be certain that any written work you submit is

   YOUR OWN.   If you use others’ ideas or words, from printed matter or from

    the WEB,  proper credit must be given. If you have questions, please consult a

    tutor in the Writing Center or me. If you represent the ideas or words of

    others as your own, that is plagiarism.  You will be reported to the Dean’s

    Office and may fail the course as well.  
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